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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via email 
to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members district-wide via 
highlights of Board of Education happenings, programs, events, staff & student achievements and more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Specialist, 
        793-3210 ext. 404, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

Budget Brief  
At a special meeting of the Board of Education on  
April 12th, the Board discussed options to reduce 
their approved budget by $200,000 in response to 
the reduction approved by the Town Council on 
March 26th. The Board did not take any direct ac-
tion on the cuts, but did reach consensus on a 
number of items, including the reduction of various 
supplies throughout the district, conference and 
travel expenses and facilities repairs. The reduc-
tion options discussed at the meeting do not con-
tain any layoffs, but would eliminate a proposed 
new 0.5 elementary teacher position and the re-
duction of a special education paraprofessional 
position that would result from attrition. The Board  
also agreed to use $80,000 in realized savings 
from the current fiscal year to offset  a few specific 
expenditures contained in the 2012-13 budget. In 
particular, the Board agreed to use $25,000 in re-
alized savings in the current year to be used to-
wards a retainer for legal fees. The Board also 
agreed to use realized savings to pay for various 
license renewals and supplies to offset the 2012-
13 budget.  

Message From HR… 
A student's mental and physical health may have an 
effect on their ability to learn while in school, and so 
it is important to identify students who may be suffer-
ing from abuse or neglect, or placed in imminent 
danger of serious harm. Most of our school person-
nel are required to report suspected child abuse or 
neglect as “DCF mandated reporters.” If you are not 
sure what to do, talk to your principal, supervisor, 
school counselor, psychologist, or social work-
er. You may refer to our Board Student Policy 
5141.4 on Child Abuse/Neglect for the specific pro-
cedures found on our website. You may also refer 
to www.ct.gov/dcf for additional information provided 
by the Department of Children and Families. 

PHS Students Collaborate With  
Chamber to Redesign Logo 
Students in David Gaignard's Communication 3 
class at Plainville High school recently collaborat-
ed with the Plainville Chamber of Commerce on 
redesigning the Chamber's logo. The logo is used 
for advertisements, web-layouts, letterhead, busi-
ness cards, and more. Through the collaboration, 
a number of student created designs were consid-
ered, with PHS senior Marek Narewski's design 
selected to be used as the new logo. The students 
were treated to a pizza party compliments of the 
Chamber of Commerce, for their  efforts.  

Wheeler Students Prepare for         
Connecticut Invention Convention 
In preparation for the Connecticut Invention Conven-
tion competition, fourth grade students at Wheeler, 
under the direction of faculty members Shannon 
Calabro and Cheryl Michaud, have been involved in 
creating inventions that will solve a real life problem. 
To create their inventions, the students followed a 
process of brainstorming, drawing plans, gathering 
materials, building, and testing their inventions. Win-
ners of the school level competition at Wheeler in-
clude: Allie Chambrello: Foldable Fun, Makenzie 
Robb: the EZ Sleevey, Jillian Conte: The EZ Out-
put, and Makayla Robb: Eye Design. The school 
winners will advance to the statewide Invention Con-
vention competition  at UCONN on April 28.  

Did You Know?  
Middle School of Plainville students Nick Costantini 
and Jarod Romankiw are working with Dean of Stu-
dents Tom Laudadio to create a  video about  chal-
lenging name-calling and bullying behaviors. They 
will be interviewing MSP students and staff about 
the topic. 


